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MEDIA RELEASE February 24, 1988
UM STUDENT WINS O. HENRY AWARD WITH STORY ON VIETNAM WAR
MISSOULA —
Jim Pitzen, a University of Montana graduate student in 
creative writing, won a 1987 0. Henry Award for his short story 
"The Village."
First published by Fiction Network in 1986, "The Village" 
was republished by Doubleday & Co. in "Prize Stories 1987: The 
0. Henry Awards." Pitzen's story appears with stories by authors 
such as Joyce Carol Oats, Louise Erdrich and Robert Boswell.
"The Village" is based on a true story and shows "the 
futility of the Vietnam War" says Pitzen, who served a year with 
the First Cavalry in the Central Highlands in Vietnam. After his 
tour in Vietnam, Pitzen was a bricklayer from 1969-1981. He 
began writing 10 years ago.
Returning to college in 1981, he earned bachelor's degrees 
in English and the humanities from Bemidji State University in 
Bemidji, Minn.
Pitzen, who will be gradutated this spring from UM, is the 
son of Mike and Ruby Pitzen of Walker, Minn.
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